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Rooted in Resilience, Powered by the Sun: A 
Tool for the Clean Energy Transition
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• Housekeeping 

• Dr. Stephen A. Smith, SACE: The Role of Agrivoltaics in the Clean Energy Transition 
& SACE’s Mission

• Carynton Howard, SACE: Agrivoltaics Policy Overview

• Jim Johnson, SC SBDC: USDA Rural Energy for America Program

• Turner Jackson, MA DOER: Agrivoltaics Policy in MA and Massachusetts SMART

• Q&A 

Agenda
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SOUTHERN ALLIANCE FOR CLEAN ENERGY
The Southern Alliance for Clean Energy (SACE) is a nonprofit organization that promotes 
responsible and equitable energy choices to ensure clean, safe, and healthy communities 
throughout the Southeast. For 40 years, SACE has been a leading voice for energy policy in 
our region, focused on transforming the way we produce and consume energy in the 
Southeast.
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The Southeast is already living the reality of the climate crisis.

Winter storms FloodsHeat waves Hurricanes

Climate in Crisis
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Despite the Southeast’s high 

solar energy potential, 

transformative solar policies 

do not exist in every state.



7Agrivoltaics Policy in the Southeast

Technical Guidance 

South Carolina - SC Pollinator Habitat Act

North Carolina - NC Solar Technical 

Guidance

Georgia - Recommended Practices for 

the Responsible Siting and Design of Solar 

Development

Florida - Florida Solar Site Pollinator 

Habitat Planning Form and Scorecard
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exemptions for
agrivoltaics project 
owners 

Maryland
Nevada
Colorado

State governments 
are funding 
research and 
demonstration 
projects

Colorado
New Jersey
New York

State lawmakers 
are creating 
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Connecticut
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Solar Investment Tax Credit 
Set to Expire

Phase out of the 30% commercial 
investment tax credit for solar 
projects

Federal Agencies Slowing 
Solar Development

Multiple federal agencies have used 
permitting and regulatory 
frameworks to slow or halt solar 
development.

Restricted Rural Energy for 
America Program (REAP)

REAP has faced escalating 
restrictions
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JIM JOHNSON
Senior Business Consultant
South Carolina Small Business 
Development Centers
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TURNER JACKSON
Renewable Energy Program 
Coordinator
Massachusetts Department of 
Energy Resources
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Q&A 
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CONTACT INFORMATION

THANK YOU!

CARYNTON HOWARD

Climate Advocacy Coordinator

carynton@cleanenergy.org


